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Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces
those scribes who pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses.
He commends the poor widow who in his view gave far more than the
major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of compassion
or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of
food with Elijah, does something of great importance.

Welcome to Worship!

We’re so glad you’ve joined us today.
We hope you are blessed by today’s service.



GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG
“As We Gather at Your Table” ELW #522

As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story

till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.

Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.

Text © 1989 Carl P. Daw Jr., Hope Publishing Company.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ccli.com license #2764795.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
our refuge,

our delight,

our beginning and our end.

Amen.

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us
and has freed us from our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy,
we confess that sin has taken hold of us
and we are complicit in its power.

We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest.
Unbind us and set us free.

Lead us again to the waters of rebirth,
that we may live just and generous lives
for the good of your world

and the care of our neighbors,

following in the servant way of Jesus.
Amen.

These words are trustworthy and true:
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross,
swallowing up death forever.

For his sake, you are F forgiven

and God remembers your sin no more.
Let your heart be glad again,

and rejoice in your salvation.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us
in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your
promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

FIRST READING 1 Kings 17:8-16

® The word of the Lord came to [Elijah,] saying, ° “Go now to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for | have commanded a widow there to feed
you.” "’ So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the
town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a
little water in a vessel, so that | may drink.” "' As she was going to bring it, he
called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” "*But she
said, “As the Lord your God lives, | have nothing baked, only a handful of meal
in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that |
may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and
die.” " Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first
make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something
for yourself and your son. "* For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of
meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that

the Lord sends rain on the earth.” ™ She went and did as Elijah said, so that she
as well as he and her household ate for many days. '° The jar of meal was not
emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he
spoke by Elijah.

Holy wisdom. Holy Word.

Thanks be to God.

PsSALM Psalm 146

" Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!

2] will praise the LORD as long as | live;
| will sing praises to my God while | have my being.

*Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.

*When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.

°>Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;

°who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;

"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.

®The LoRrD opens the eyes of the blind; the LoRbD lifts up those who are
bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.



®The LoRbD cares for the stranger,
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the
wicked.

' The LoRrbD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Please stand.
“Alleluia” CCLI #16811
Alleluia alleluia
Alleluia alleluia
Alleluia alleluia
Alleluia alleluia

Jerry Sinclair © 1972 Manna Music, Inc.
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

GOSPEL Mark 12:38-44

The holy gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

%8 As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in
long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, *and to have
the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! *° They de-
vour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will
receive the greater condemnation.”

*'He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money
into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. ** A poor widow came and
put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. ** Then he called his dis-
ciples and said to them, “Truly | tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all
those who are contributing to the treasury. * For all of them have contributed out
of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all
she had to live on.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN OF GOD

SERMON Giving By Faith Rev. Ken Anderson


http://www.ccli.com/

HYMN OF THE DAY Please stand.
“Take My Life, That | May Be” ELW #685

Take my life, that | may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.

Take my voice and let me sing
always, only, for my King;
take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee.

Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would I withhold;
take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.

Take my will and make it thine,
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own,
it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love; my Lord, | pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and | will be
ever, only, all for thee.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the
church, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Renew your church, O God. Make us servants to one another for the sake of the
gospel. Instill a heart for service and a passion for justice in our bishops, dea-
cons, pastors, and lay leaders (local church leaders may be named). Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Renew your creation, O God. Sustain the earth and seas and all that is in them.
Kindle in us a reverent awe for all creatures great and small, and strengthen us
in our pursuit of climate justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew the nations, O God. Heal our nation’s veterans from the unseen wounds
of war. Tend to their trauma and soothe burdened consciences. Guide leaders of
the world to end conflicts (current places of war and conflict may be named) and
pursue peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are vulnera-
ble or ill (especially). Accompany persons who are unemployed or underem-
ployed, children who are in foster care, and those who live alone. Watch over
and uphold them. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew this congregation, O God. Give us clarity in our mission and boldness in
our witness. Bless our ministries that attend to basic needs of any who lack suffi-
cient resources, that all may live with dignity. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Happy are those whose help was in you. We give thanks for all your faithful
ones who praised you as their God all their life long. As we eagerly wait for you,
inspire us by their lives of service. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all
that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



A TIME FOR SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS Debra Popineau
“In My Heart There Rings a Melody” by Elton M. Roth

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES
“We Are An Offering” ELW #692

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,
We lift our lives up to you:
We are an offering.
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands,
Lord use our lives they are yours:
We are an offering.

All that we have, all that we are,
All that we hope to be,
we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,
We lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering, we are an offering.

© 1984 Dwight Liles. Word Music, LLC. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License No. 2764795.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the world,
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance,
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in your name.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.


http://www.ccli.com

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through the great shepherd of
your flock, Christ our Lord; who after his resurrection sent forth his apostles to
preach the Gospel and teach all nations, and promised to be with them al-
ways, even to the end of the age. And so, and with all the company of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” ELW #413 (verses 1 & 2)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in
your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form
us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all peo-
ple for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory
over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to
the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside be-
come one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Aimighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.

THE COMMUNION MEAL

(Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Please note that Gluten-
free wafers are also available — just ask the assistant at the time you com-
mune.)

A note to those visiting with us:

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. In this meal Jesus offers his grace, for-
giveness, and presence to all. To learn more about the gifts of God’s grace giv-
en in Baptism and Holy Communion, please speak with the pastor after wor-
ship.
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COMMUNION HYMN
“Give Thanks” W&P 41

Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son.
Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son.

And now let the weak say, “l am strong,”
let the poor say, “l am rich,”
because of what the Lord has done for us.
And now let the weak say, “l am strong,”
let the poor say, “l am rich,”
because of what the Lord has done for us.
Give thanks!

CCLI Song # 20285 © 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music.
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2764795.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together:

Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the
body and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to the
world you have made, and among the people you have made your home,

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

BENEDICTION
The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One,

poured out, *+ bless you now and forever.
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SENDING HYMN
“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW #608

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

"Come home, (Come home,)
Come home! (come home!)
You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home!"

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me? Refrain

Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised,
promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me. Refrain

DisMISSAL
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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