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First Sunday of Christmas
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On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus,

both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God

and humankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the fes-
tival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.

Welcome to Worship!

We’re so glad you’ve joined us today.
We hope you are blessed by today’s service.



GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory” ELW#275 (verses 1-3)

Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o’er all the earth;
once you sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations,
you have seen his natal star.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.



God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away

those seeking shelter,

claiming there is no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,

expecting good news in prettier packaging.
Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.

Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound,

and forgive our sin,

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved,

++ forgiven in Christ,

and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds
to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act ac-
cording to your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son,
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

'® Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. '° His
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to h|m each year, when she
went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. ?° Then Eli would bless
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with children by this
woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to
their home. ?° Now the boy Samuel contlnued to grow both in stature and in fa-
vor with the Lord and with the people.

Holy wisdom. Holy Word.

Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Colossians 3:12-17

'2 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, cIothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness and patlence 3 Bear with one another and, if an-
yone has a complaint against another, forglve each other; just as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forglve * Above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony °>And let the peace of
Christ rule in | your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And
be thankful. '® Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. "7 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Holy wisdom. Holy Word.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Please stand.
“Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW #289 (verse 1)

Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo.

GOSPEL Luke 2:41-52
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now eve ry year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
festival. > When the festival was ended and they started to returnZl the boy Je-
sus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. ™" Assuming
that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day s journey. Then they start-
ed to look for him among their relatives and frlends °>When they did not find
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. *° After three days they found
him in the temple sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questlons " And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. ** When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother
said to him, “Child, why have you treated us Ilke this? Look, your father and |
have been searchlng for you in great anxiety.” *° He said to them, “Why were
you searching for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father's
house?” *°But they did not understand what he said to them. °' Then he went
down with them and came to Nazarethé and was obedient to them. His mother
treasured all these things in her heart. °* And Jesus increased in wisdom and in
years, and in divine and human favor.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



TiIME WITH THE CHILDREN OF GoD

SERMON In the House ... Rev. Ken Anderson
HYMN OF THE DAY Please stand.
“All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!” ELW #634

All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all.

O seed of Israel's chosen race now ransomed from the fall,
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.

Hail him, you heirs of David's line, whom David Lord did call
the God incarnate, man divine and crown him Lord of all.
The God Incarnate, man divine and crown him Lord of all.

Sinners, whose love can ne’'er forget the wormwood and the gall,
go spread your trophies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your trophies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.

Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all.
To him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of all.

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all
We'll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of all.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
earth, and all people.

A brief silence.

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education minis-
tries of your church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and seminary pro-
fessors, and Bible study leaders (specific institutions or instructors may be
named) in our ongoing faith formation and curiosity. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and porcu-
pines, penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things. Increase

our knowledge of the natural world and the care of its inhabitants. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts
and in all lands (places of war and conflict may be named). God of grace,
receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel this
holiday season. Accompany those who are alone or ill (especially). Console par-
ents and children whose relationships are strained or severed. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

For the ministry of this place (the local congregation or ministry setting may be
named), we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell among us. In times of conflict,
clothe us in love and move us to forgiveness. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give
thanks. Draw us all into everlasting praise and joy. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to
all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



A TIME FOR SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS Becky Henry
“Sweet Little Jesus Boy” by Robert MacGimsey

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES
“What Child Is This” ELW #296 (verses 1 & 3)

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary!

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
the virgin sings her lullaby;
joy, joy, for Christ is born,
the babe, the son of Mary!

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which
you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these
gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of
your salvation from day to day.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the
wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of
faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory; that, beholding the God made
visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with
the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW #270 (verse 1)

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!"

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word
brought light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of
Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all peo-
ple for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrec-
tion, we await his coming again when all things will be restored in him. By your
Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we
may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Aimighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.
Come, receive the qift of Jesus.

THE COMMUNION MEAL

(Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Please note that Gluten-
free wafers are also available — just ask the assistant at the time you com-
mune.)

A note to those visiting with us:

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. In this meal Jesus offers his grace, for-
giveness, and presence to all. To learn more about the gifts of God’s grace giv-
en in Baptism and Holy Communion, please speak with the pastor after wor-
ship.

COMMUNION HYMN
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW #279 (verses 1-3)

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n.
No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together:

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strength-

ened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the

afflicted, and share the good news of great joy. Amen.

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

BENEDICTION

The God of love, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine

your path, and increase your joy, today and always.
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SENDING HYMN
“Joy to the World” ELW #267

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods,
rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

DisMISSAL
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.
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