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Third Sunday in Lent

March 23, 2025
9:30 a.m.

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut
down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is
forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good
news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

Welcome to Worship!

We’re so glad you’ve joined us today.
We hope you are blessed by today’s service.






GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG
‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW #815 (vv 1-2)

I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,

and show me the way to the Father. Refrain
CCLI Song # 89848 © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2764795.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In & Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,

f) :
hﬂ ———)  — o [ —— )
J -
let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
N
)"
Fan o
iy & o . R — “ o U
) ——
Help, save, comlort, and de - fend us, gra-clous Lord. A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the
life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and
obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:1-9

1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for
that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and
delight yourselves in rich food. ® Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that
you may live. | will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure
love for David. * See, | made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and com-
mander for the peoples. ° See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and
nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. ° Seek the LORD while he may be
found, call upon him while he is near; " et the wicked forsake their way, and the
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy
on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. ® For my thoughts are
not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LoRD. ? For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and
my thoughts than your thoughts.

Holy wisdom. Holy Word.

Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

| do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were
all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, *and all
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that fol-
lowed them, and the rock was Christ. ° Nevertheless, God was not pleased with
most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

° Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire
evil as they did. " Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written,
“The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” ® We must not
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell
in a single day. ? We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and
were destroyed by serpents. '° And do not complain as some of them did, and
were destroyed by the destroyer. "' These things happened to them to serve as
an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the
ages have come. '?So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not
fall. ** No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is
faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the test-
ing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

Holy wisdom. Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Please stand.
“Return to the Lord” p. 151
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GOSPEL Luke 13:1-9
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
' At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.? [Jesus] asked them, “Do
you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sin-
ners than all other Galileans?® No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perish as they did. * Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam
fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others liv-
ing in Jerusalem? °No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as
they did.”

°®Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and
he came looking for fruit on it and found none. ” So he said to the gardener, ‘See
here! For three years | have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still | find
none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ ® He replied, ‘Sir, let it
alone for one more year, until | dig around it and put manure on it. °If it bears
fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

TiME WITH THE CHILDREN OF GoD

SERMON Pastor Tim Mason



HYMN OF THE DAY Please stand.

“Beauty For Brokenness” CCLI #1236690 (v 1, 2 & 4)
(God of the Poor)

Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair:
Lord in the suffering this is our prayer.
Bread for the children, justice, joy, peace.
Sunrise to sunset, Your kingdom increase.

God of the poor, friend of the weak,
give us compassion we pray. Melt our cold heatrts,
let tears fall like rain, come change our love
from a spark to a flame.

Shelter for fragile lives, cures for their ills,
work for the craftsmen, trade for their skills.
Land for the dispossessed, rights for the weak,
voices to plead the cause of those who can't speak.
(chorus)

Rest for the ravaged earth, oceans and streams,
plundered and poisoned, our future our dreams.
Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed.
Make us content with the things that we need.

(chorus)

CCLI Song # 1236690 © 1993 Make Way Music.
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 2764795.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant humility and
wisdom to bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, and congregations, that
they may call upon you in making decisions. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your people the good-
ness of your generosity, that in sharing what we have been given, all life may
flourish on the planet that is our shared home. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and collaborate in the
work of justice and peace. Forge bonds of compassion and mutual care across
human borders and boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God,
in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion (especially). Com-
fort those whose lives have been disrupted through natural disasters and human
conflict (especially). Aid communities in coming together to mourn, heal, and re-
build. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the table of your
grace. Bless food pantries, community gardens and kitchens, clean water pro-
jects, and all ministries that address human hunger and thirst. God, in your mer-

cy,
receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your gospel in
times of challenge and strife, and for all those whose lives of love and service
have ended (especially). May their witness inspire our own. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
10



Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

A TIME FOR SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS The Trinity Ringers
“Holy, Holy, Holy™ arr. by Mitchell Eithun

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES
“Build a Longer Table” ELW/ACS #1062 (vv 1, 4)

Build a longer table not a higher wall
Feeding those who hunger making room for all
Feasting together stranger turns to friend
Christ breaks walls to pieces false divisions end

When we lived as exiles refugees abroad
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God
So must our tables welcome those who roam
None can be excluded all must find a home

Dave Bjorlin | Greg Scheer © 2020 Scheer, Greg; Remaining portion is unaffiliated
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2764795

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your
heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our
commitment to sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus
Christ.

Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare
with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may
come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your power-
ful word you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to
be a light to the nations. Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light,
shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all peo-
ple for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We
look with hope for His coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your
Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift
of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen. 13



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.

THE COMMUNION MEAL

(Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Please note that Gluten-
free wafers are also available — just ask the assistant at the time you com-
mune.)

A note to those visiting with us:

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. In this meal Jesus offers his grace, for-
giveness, and presence to all. To learn more about the gifts of God’s grace giv-
en in Baptism and Holy Communion, please speak with the pastor after wor-
ship.

COMMUNION HYMN
“All Who Are Thirsty” CCLI #2489542

All who are thirsty, all who are weak,
come to the fountain, dip your heart in the stream of life.
Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away
in the waves of His mercy, as deep cries out to deep.

We sing: Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus, come.

All who are thirsty, all who are weak,
come to the fountain, dip your heart in the stream of life.
Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away
in the waves of His mercy, as deep cries out to deep.

We sing: Holy Spirit, come. Holy Spirit, come.
Holy Spirit, come. Holy Spirit, come.
CCLI Song #2489542 © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire).

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #2764795.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together:

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,

that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,

in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GATHERING + WORD + MEAL + SENDING

BENEDICTION

God our tender parent,
God the crucified one,
God the reconciling Spirit,

*+ bless you now and forever.
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RESPONSE
“Old Irish Blessing” by Denes Agay
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Michéle Sharik, handbells; Leslie Gullett, piano
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SENDING HYMN
“Blessed Assurance” ELW #639

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain

Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain

DisMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God!
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